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Arsenic and Old Lace Original Play Script If you're a theatrical enthusiast or a student of
classic American comedy, the Arsenic and Old Lace original play script is an essential piece of
theatrical history. Written by Joseph Kesselring, this dark comedy has delighted audiences since its
debut in 1939. The play's enduring popularity is partly due to its clever blend of humor, suspense,
and macabre themes, all woven into a compelling script that has become a staple in American
theater. Whether you're a performer preparing for a production, a director seeking insights into
staging, or a fan eager to explore the original text, understanding the nuances of the Arsenic and
Old Lace original play script is crucial. Overview of the Arsenic and Old Lace Original Play Script
Background and History Arsenic and Old Lace was first performed in 1939 on Broadway and
became an immediate hit. Kesselring's play is rooted in dark comedy, featuring a storyline that
combines murder, eccentric characters, and satirical social commentary. The original script is
renowned for its witty dialogue, memorable characters, and theatrical pacing, making it a favorite
among theater groups. Plot Synopsis The play centers around Mortimer Brewster, a drama critic
who discovers that his sweet, elderly aunts, Abby and Martha Brewster, have been murdering
lonely old men with arsenic-laced wine. The play unfolds as Mortimer confronts the bizarre reality
of his aunts’ murderous activities while dealing with his own romantic and familial complications.
Significance of the Original Script The original play script is notable for its sharp dialogue, comedic
timing, and theatricality. It provides detailed stage directions, character descriptions, and dialogue
that capture the comedic timing and tone that made the play a theatrical classic. Key Elements of
the Arsenic and Old Lace Original Play Script Characters in the Original Script The script features a
cast of memorable characters, each contributing to the play's humor and tension: - Mortimer
Brewster: The protagonist, a drama critic who struggles with the chaos caused by his family. - Abby
Brewster: Mortimer’s sweet, eccentric aunt who, along with Martha, commits murders. - Martha
Brewster: Mortimer’s caring but equally eccentric aunt. - Ethel Brewster: Mortimer’s loving wife. -
Teddy Brewster: Mortimer’s brother, who believes he is Theodore Roosevelt. - Jonathan Brewster:
Mortimer’s sinister brother, a criminal fleeing the law. - Dr. Einstein: A plastic surgeon and
accomplice to Jonathan. - Mr. Gibbs: The police officer investigating the murders. Themes and Tone
The script explores themes such as: - The contrast between appearance and reality - The absurdity
of human behavior - Family loyalty and chaos - The juxtaposition of darkness and comedy The tone
is humorous, satirical, and sometimes macabre, requiring precise timing and delivery. Structure
and Stage Directions The original script is detailed in its stage directions, which guide actors and
directors in capturing the play's comedic timing and physical comedy. The pacing of the script is
critical, with moments of suspense balanced by comic relief. How to Access the Arsenic and Old
Lace Original Play Script Purchasing the Script - Published Editions: Several publishers, such as
Samuel French and Dramatists Play Service, offer licensed copies of the original play script for
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educational, theatrical, and personal use. - Online Retailers: Websites like Amazon and eBay often
have copies available for purchase. - Libraries: Many libraries carry copies of the script in their
theater or play collections. Licensing and Permissions Performing the play requires obtaining the
appropriate rights. Contacting the licensing agencies ensures that you have legal permission to
produce the play and access the original script. Digital and PDF Versions Some authorized digital
versions are available for download, often through licensing agencies, which provide convenient
access for educational purposes and rehearsals. Tips for Using the Arsenic and Old Lace Original
Play Script Preparing for a Production - Read the Entire Script: To understand character motivations
and timing. - Focus on Stage Directions: They are crucial for timing and physical comedy. -
Understand the Context: Familiarize yourself with the social and historical context of the play. -
Casting: Select actors who can embody the eccentricities of characters like Teddy, Jonathan, and
the aunts. - Set Design: Replicate the period setting and the contrasting domestic and macabre
atmospheres. Adapting the Script While the original script is often used as a base, directors may
adapt lines or staging to fit their production, but it's essential to respect the playwright’s original
intent and copyright laws. Frequently Asked Questions About the Arsenic and Old Lace Original Play
Script Is the original script available for amateur productions? Yes, but you must obtain the
necessary licensing rights through authorized agencies like Samuel French or Dramatists Play
Service. Can | find the original script online for free? Officially, no. However, some public domain
versions or scans may be available through library resources or educational institutions. How long
does a typical production of the play last? Most productions run approximately 2 hours, including
intermission. Are there any notable differences between the original script and later adaptations?
Yes, some adaptations may include modernized language or staging changes, but the core
dialogue and scenes are largely preserved from the original script. Conclusion The Arsenic and Old
Lace original play script remains a cornerstone of American theatrical comedy. Its blend of dark
humor, memorable characters, and sharp dialogue continues to entertain audiences and inspire
productions worldwide. Whether you're interested in studying the script for theatrical practice,
producing a play, or simply exploring classic comedy, understanding the nuances of the original
script provides invaluable insight into Kesselring’s masterpiece. With proper licensing and a careful
approach to staging, bringing this timeless play to life can be a rewarding experience for any
theater company or enthusiast. Keywords for SEO Optimization: - Arsenic and Old Lace original play
script - Buy Arsenic and Old Lace script - Arsenic and Old Lace Broadway script - How to perform
Arsenic and Old Lace - Arsenic and Old Lace character analysis - Classic American comedy plays -
Dark comedy scripts for theater - Licensing Arsenic and Old Lace play - Arsenic and Old Lace stage
directions - Joseph Kesselring plays

Arsenic and Old Lace Original Play Script: A Comprehensive Review and Insight
Introduction

The timeless charm of Arsenic and Old Lace continues to captivate audiences decades after its
original debut. Written by Joseph Kesselring in 1939, this dark comedy has become a staple in
American theater, celebrated for its witty dialogue, eccentric characters, and macabre humor. The



original play script remains a treasured artifact for theater enthusiasts, actors, directors, and
collectors alike. In this article, we delve into the intricacies of the original Arsenic and Old Lace play
script, exploring its historical significance, structure, themes, and practical aspects for production.

The Historical Context of the Original Play Script
Origins and Background

Joseph Kesselring's Arsenic and Old Lace first premiered in 1939 in Philadelphia before making its
Broadway debut in 1941. The play was an immediate hit, praised for its clever combination of
horror and comedy. The original script reflects the era’s sensibilities, yet its humor remains
timeless.

The play’s success can be attributed to Kesselring’s masterful writing, which balances the absurd
with the sinister. The original script is notable for its detailed stage directions, character
descriptions, and comedic timing cues, offering actors and directors a comprehensive blueprint for
bringing the story to life.

Cultural Impact

The original script’s popularity led to multiple revivals, adaptations, and a famous 1944 film
starring Cary Grant. Its influence persists, making owning or studying the original play script an
essential part of understanding American theatrical comedy.

Anatomy of the Original Play Script
Structure and Format

The original Arsenic and Old Lace script adheres to traditional theatrical formatting, with clear
delineations for:

1. Scene Headings: Indicating location and time.

2. Character Names: Centered and capitalized above dialogue.

3. Stage Directions: Italicized and enclosed in brackets, providing cues for movements,
expressions, and tone.

4. Dialogue: Presented in a straightforward manner, emphasizing comedic timing and delivery.

This meticulous formatting aids performers and directors in interpreting the playwright’s vision
precisely.

Key Elements of the Script

1. Characters: The script introduces a cast of eccentric and memorable characters, including the
sweet but sinister Aunt Abby and Aunt Martha, their unsuspecting nephew Mortimer, and the
infamous murderer Jonathan Brewster.

2. Scenes: The play is composed of multiple scenes, each advancing the plot and developing
comedic tension.

3. Pacing: The script’s pacing is rapid, with witty exchanges and comic timing crucial for humor
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efficacy.
Content and Themes of the Original Play Script
Major Themes Explored

1. Dark Comedy and Morality: The play explores the juxtaposition of innocence and evil, using
humor to confront morbid themes.

2. Family and Loyalty: Central to the story are the Brewster family members’ relationships,
highlighting loyalty, secrecy, and moral ambiguity.

3. The Banality of Evil: The play satirizes the mundane acceptance of heinous acts within
seemingly respectable families.

4. Deception and Identity: Characters often conceal their true intentions, adding layers of irony and
humor.

Plot Summary (with focus on script details)

The story revolves around Mortimer Brewster, a drama critic, who discovers his sweet aunts have
been harboring a chilling secret—murderous acts committed in the name of charity. The original
script explores Mortimer’s frantic attempts to manage his chaotic family, which includes his brother
Teddy, who believes he is Theodore Roosevelt, and the criminal mastermind Jonathan Brewster,
who arrives with his accomplice to escape the law.

Throughout the script, Kesselring masterfully balances moments of tense suspense with comedic
absurdity, such as Aunt Abby and Aunt Martha’s amusing attempts to hide their crimes, and
Teddy’s enthusiastic but misguided attempts at “presidential” leadership.

Practical Aspects of the Original Play Script
Collecting and Using the Script

1. Availability: Original scripts are available through licensing agencies, rare book collectors, and
theatrical archives.

2. Copyright Status: The play entered the public domain in some regions, but licensing for
performances often requires acquisition of rights.

3. Script Variations: Over the years, various editions have been published, including annotated
versions and director’s scripts with additional cues.

Tips for Actors and Directors

1. Understanding Character Nuance: The humor relies heavily on timing and character quirks;
studying the original dialogue is essential.

2. Rehearsal Strategies: Focus on comedic beats, pauses, and physical comedy cues indicated in
the script.

3. Set Design and Props: The script’s stage directions provide guidance on setting, decor, and
costume details that enhance authenticity.



Notable Lines from the Original Script

1. “Insanity runs in my family. It practically gallops.” - A classic line exemplifying the play’s humor.

2. “When you’'ve got a corpse in the cellar, you’ve got to have a little fun.” - Reflecting the play’s
dark comedic tone.

3. “I've always depended on the kindness of strangers.” - A parody of classic film lines, adding to
the humor.

The Play’s Legacy and Continued Relevance
Why the Original Script Remains Significant

The original Arsenic and Old Lace script is more than just a screenplay; it’'s an artifact that captures
the essence of early 20th-century American humor. Its detailed stage directions, character insights,
and dialogue serve as a blueprint for successful productions and a window into Joseph Kesselring’s
creative genius.

Influence on Modern Theater

Many contemporary playwrights and directors study the original script for its masterful blending of
genres. Its influence is evident in modern dark comedies, and its script continues to inspire
amateur and professional productions worldwide.

Conclusion

Owning or studying the original Arsenic and OIld Lace play script provides invaluable insight into
one of the most beloved American theatrical comedies. Its meticulous structure, enduring humor,
and exploration of dark themes make it a classic that remains relevant over generations. Whether
for academic study, theatrical production, or personal appreciation, the script stands as a
testament to Kesselring’s wit and storytelling prowess. For theater practitioners, it offers a detailed
roadmap to recreating the magic that has enchanted audiences for over 80 years—a true jewel in
the crown of American theatrical history.

In Summary:

1. The original Arsenic and Old Lace play script is a key resource for understanding the play’s
humor, structure, and themes.

Its detailed formatting supports precise performance and direction.

The play’s themes of dark comedy, family loyalty, and deception remain compelling today.
The script’s influence endures, inspiring countless productions and adaptations.

ik NN

Owning a copy allows enthusiasts to connect deeply with the play’s history and artistic spirit.

Whether you are a seasoned actor, director, or a passionate collector, the original Arsenic and Old
Lace script is a treasure trove of theatrical ingenuity—an essential piece of American comedy
history.
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Questions & Answers About arsenic and old lace original

play script

No

Question

Answer

1

What is the origin of the play
'Arsenic and Old Lace' and who
wrote it?

The play 'Arsenic and Old Lace' was written by Joseph
Kesselring and first premiered in 1941. It is a dark
comedy about two elderly sisters who murder lonely old
men, convinced they are performing a charitable act.

differences or adaptations in the
script of 'Arsenic and Old Lace'
for modern performances?

2 Where can | find the original The original play script of 'Arsenic and Old Lace' can
script of 'Arsenic and Old Lace' often be found in published collections of Joseph
for theatrical production or Kesselring's works, in theater archives, or through
study? licensed script providers such as Samuel French or

Dramatists Play Service.

3 What are some key themes The play explores themes of sanity and insanity, the
explored in the original 'Arsenic | contrast between good and evil, the absurdity of moral
and Old Lace' play script? dilemmas, and the humorous side of macabre topics such

as murder and morality.

4 How does the original 'Arsenic While the core story remains the same, the original play
and Old Lace' play script differ script is more focused on theatrical dialogue and stage
from its film adaptation? directions, often containing more detailed character

interactions and comedic timing, whereas the film
adaptation adds visual elements and sometimes alters
scenes for cinematic effect.

5 | Are there any notable Yes, modern productions sometimes update language,

adjust scenes for contemporary relevance, or modify
staging for different theater spaces. However, the original
script by Joseph Kesselring remains the foundational
version for most performances.

Arsenic and Old Lace, original play, Joseph Kesselring, Broadway script, classic comedy, theatrical
script, vintage play, dark comedy script, theatrical play script, 1941 play
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